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907-250-7629 cell

907-248-0710 fax

Attention:

Shipping/Export Manager; Freight Forwarder
Regarding:
Homeland Security & Border Protection Division of US Customs, 
Regarding Clearance into Alaska
Reference:

www.dot.state.ak.com   www.cbp.gov   www.fda.gov 

Prospective Client, 

US Customs Clearance at the Alaska Canadian border or for any other port in the state of Alaska is a little different than the US Customs border crossings any where else in the Nation.  


The US Customs Clearance Station, Port 3104, “Alcan Port of Entry”, is approximately 30 miles North of the last Canadian town, Beaver Creek.

http://www.yukoncommunities.yk.ca/bcreek.html There are no Brokers located at the Alaskan Canadian border.  All Brokers are located in Anchorage and all brokerage clearance’s are completed via ABI (Automated Brokerage Interface) with US Customs, and followed up by phone and facsimile transmissions.  Anchorage is approximately 700 miles south of the Alcan Port of Entry.  Communications and the ability to transmit information in that region is limited.


Therefore it is imperative to designate a broker prior to importing products from Canada, or any other country into Alaska.  Upon designating a broker, it is a standard procedure to have “all” documents that is required for customs clearance present upon the departure of the shipment from the suppliers location.  All documentation for that shipment must be transmitted to the broker upon departure.  In that way the Broker can be sure to have documents completed, certified and submitted the Alcan Port of Entry prior to the shipments arrival.   
If a pre-alert of a shipment is not forwarded ahead of the truck, the transportation company will be required to return to Beaver Creek, Canada.  It is no longer acceptable since 9/11 to park at the border for extended periods of time if the entry documents are not present.  This adds a time delay for the transportation company as well as an additional 60 miles to a pre-planned trip.

The same is extremely true for a weekend border crossing, as most Brokers are closed over the weekend, or carry weekend surcharges if a truck requires a broker and no documents were previously arranged.

   
There is no “Line Release” or “Bar Code Release” in the state of Alaska.  All documentation that is required under the Code of Federal Regulations CFR19 part 141.83; 141.84; 141.86; 141.89; 141.90; and Part 181 for NAFTA is as adhered to at the time of entry.  http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_02/19cfr141_02.html
“Basic” Requirements:

Commercial Invoice / Pro-forma Invoice or Bill of Sale

Correct and complete addresses including zip codes, names, phone number, the ultimate consignee’s federal tax id number (AKA EIN#) or social security number. This request is per US Customs Directive #  3550-079A dated June 27, 2001 for statistical reporting at the time of entry and is now, stringently adhered to since 09/11. Description of articles, descriptive literature about the products is welcomed. Indicate currency used in valuation.  Please provide accurate piece and weight counts.  A single point of contact for your company on this shipment should be indicated and a contact phone number.  Be sure to have your FDA Prior Notice completed if applicable to your shipment.
Packing Lists are required for large shipments, broken down by contents of each carton.
A uniquely numbered Bill of Lading if using a 3rd party transportation company, complete with their contact information.
North American Free Trade Agreement Certificate of Origin. 
http://www.cbp.gov/impoexpo/publicat.htm   Or please provide other supporting documentation or declarations pertaining to the origin of the articles being imported into Alaska.
For special and unique commodities it is best to investigate the requirements well in advance of the actual departure.   Please feel free to call for information.
907-248-0700 or e-mail to ccb.llc@acsalaska.net. 

Respectfully, 
Elizabeth Clayton-Lewis

CCB.LLC President

Licensed Customs Broker

Investigate your products, is there special requirements necessary for Customs Clearance?

FDA BAT web entry & prior notice affects animal food/feed and agriculture products.  Check out Food & Drug Administrations web site. 
